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INSPIRE, EMPOWER & INNOVATE FOR AFRICA

PANEL DISCUSSION GUIDE FOR THE LAUNCH OF WORLD ROBOT OLYMPIAD IN
UGANDA

Topic: How Can Robots Help to Prevent Damage from Natural Disasters or Work to Recover from
Their Impact on Our Living Spaces?

Introduction:
Moderator (Maya):
e  Welcomes everyone to the panel discussion.
e Introduces the topic and its relevance.
o Invites the panelists to introduce themselves briefly.

Panelist Introductions:

Panelist 1: "Thank you, Maya. Hello, everyone! I'm [Name], and I'm in [Class] at [School]. I am
passionate about technology and have worked on several robotics projects. | believe robots can play a
crucial role in disaster management by providing timely assistance and enhancing recovery efforts.”

Panelist 2: "Hello, friends! I'm [Name], and I'm in [Class] at [School]. I think robots can act as first
responders during natural disasters, helping rescue teams reach affected areas quickly and safely."

Panelist 3: "Greetings, everyone! I'm [Name], a [Class] student at [School]. Robots equipped with Al can
analyze disaster scenarios and help in planning effective relief operations."

Panelist 4: "Hi, everyone! I'm [Name], from [Class] at [School]. Robots can also assist in rebuilding
efforts post-disaster by automating construction tasks and ensuring safety standards."

Panelist 5: "Hello, everyone! I'm [Name], in [Class] at [School]. | think robots can help in monitoring and
maintaining critical infrastructure, reducing the impact of future disasters."

Panelist 6: "Greetings, all! I'm [Name], a student in [Class] at [School]. Robotics technology can help in
creating early warning systems, enabling communities to prepare better and mitigate damage."

Discussion Points:

Moderator (Maya): "Let's dive into our discussion. [Panelist 1], could you tell us how you envision
robots assisting in preventing damage from natural disasters?"

Panelist 1: "Sure, Maya. Robots can be deployed to monitor environmental changes, such as rising water
levels or seismic activity, providing early warnings and allowing for timely evacuations and preventive
measures."

Moderator (Maya): "Thank you, [Panelist 1]. [Panelist 2], what role do you see robots playing in disaster
response?"

Panelist 2: "Maya, robots can navigate through debris and unstable structures to find and rescue trapped
individuals, providing critical support to human rescue teams and ensuring quicker responses."

Moderator (Maya): "[Panelist 3], you mentioned Al in disaster scenarios. Could you expand on how Al
can enhance robot functionality during disasters?"
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Panelist 3: "Of course, Maya. Al can process vast amounts of data from various sources, like satellite
images and sensor networks, to identify affected areas and prioritize rescue and relief efforts effectively.”

Moderator (Maya): "[Panelist 4], how can robots assist in post-disaster recovery and rebuilding?"

Panelist 4: "Great question, Maya. Robots can help clear debris, repair infrastructure, and even construct
temporary shelters. Their precision and efficiency can speed up recovery efforts and ensure safety."

Moderator (Maya): "[Panelist 5], you talked about monitoring infrastructure. Can you explain how this
can reduce the impact of future disasters?"

Panelist 5: "Absolutely, Maya. Robots equipped with sensors can regularly inspect and maintain critical
infrastructure, identifying potential issues before they become serious problems, thus reducing
vulnerability to future disasters."

Moderator (Maya): "[Panelist 6], how can robotics technology contribute to early warning systems?"

Panelist 6: "Maya, robots can be part of a network of sensors that monitor environmental conditions in
real-time. By analyzing data and detecting anomalies, these systems can provide early warnings, giving
people more time to prepare and evacuate if necessary."

Audience Interaction:

Moderator (Maya): "Let's open the floor to our audience. Feel free to ask our panelists any questions you
have about robots and their role in disaster management.”

Audience Question 1: [Audience Member]: "Can you share an example of a successful robotic
intervention during a natural disaster?"

Panelist 3: "In Japan, after the Fukushima nuclear disaster, robots were used to assess damage and clean
up radioactive materials, protecting human workers from hazardous conditions."

Audience Question 2: [Audience Member]: "What are the most exciting advancements in robotics for
disaster management?"

Panelist 4: "One exciting advancement is the development of drones that can deliver medical supplies to
remote or inaccessible areas during emergencies.”

Audience Question 3: [Audience Member]: "How can we encourage more young people to get involved
in robotics and disaster management?"

Panelist 5: "We can start by incorporating robotics and coding into school curriculums and organizing
events like hackathons and competitions focused on disaster management."

Conclusion:

Moderator (Maya): "Thank you all for your insightful contributions. It’s clear that robots have a
significant role to play in disaster prevention and recovery. Let’s continue to innovate and find new ways
to use technology for the betterment of our communities."

Moderator (Maya): "Please join me in applauding our incredible panelists for their thoughtful insights."

Audience Applause
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Moderator (Maya): "Thank you, everyone, for being part of this discussion. Let's work together to
harness the power of robotics and Al for a safer and more resilient future.”
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